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ITEM: 4-,1-

April 24, 2006

Honorable Mayor and Gty Council Members
City of San Jose
200 East Santa Clara Street
San Jose, CA 95113

Re: Annexation of Islands

Honorable Mayor and City Council members:

Since the early 19705,it has been the policy of all fifteen cities in the County, the County and
LAFCO that annexation of unincorporated islands should be pmsued to achieve more logical
bOWldariesand more efficientprovision of services and facilities.LAFCO supports and
encourages the annexation of San Jose islands..

Annexationofthe islandswould allowSanJoseto reguJate land use and ensure that
development within the islands adjacent and sUlToundedby city neighborhoods is consistent
with city policies and standards. It would allow the City to comprehensively plan for the entire
community and ca.rryoutthose plans. The City would have the ability to directly address any
neighborhood5SUesthat ariseand minimizethenegativeimpactsof thoseissueson other
adjacent city neighborhoods. This would eliminate the need to coordinate fune cons11.tIringinter
jurisdictional referral processes related to service or land development requests.

The residents would have the ability to vote in elections for San Jose city elected officials,and
more effectivelyand easily participate m and have greater influence on the decisions directly
affecting their community. The residents would also benefit from improved services and
programs and experience greater accountability from and less confusion about services providers.

As you know, the legislation allowing streamlined annexation proceedings for urban islands that
are less than 150acres is set to.expire at the end of this year. Although there are efforts to extend
the law, there js no certainty at 1lrispoint that the law will be extended. Furthen:nore, to facilitate
island annexations, the County has offered to cover state annexation filing fees, provide free
services for preparation of annexatioI\ maps and reports and provide certain road upgrades.
LAFCOhas agreed to waive its fees for processing such annexations and help facilitate island
annexations.OnbehalfofLAFCO,I urge theGty of SanJoseto takeadvantageof thisunique
opportunity and move forward with annexation proceedings for the islands. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Neelima Palacherla .

.LAFCOExecutive Officer

CC: LAFCOmembers
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